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Wednesday, August 21, 2002
Disaster planning under way in NRV

Plans to mitigate natural hazards might be combined with other funding
areas such as economic development

By PAUL DELLINGER

THE ROANOKE TIMES

FAIRLAWN - Localities in the New River Send Thisi
Valley will be asked to provide information about & _:5; Story to o |
potential problems they might have with natural ““" a Friend |
hazards ranging from floods to wildfires.

Counties, cities and towns must provide this information to receive
Federal Emergency Management Agency funding on any projects. By
Nov. 1, 2003, each locality must have a "local mitigation plan" in place
before it can get FEMA funds for any project.

The New River Valley Planning District Commission will collect the
information and come up with plans that can be adopted by local
governments. The data is being compiled by a Hazard Mitigation
Planning task force, which hopes to have a draft of a plan in place by

April. Its next meeting is10 a.m. Friday at the New River Valley
Competitiveness Center.

The plan is to provide "sustained action that reduces or eliminates
long-term risk to people and property from natural hazards and their
effects," task force member Lydeana Martin explained to the New

River Valley Transportation Technical Advisory Committee on
Tuesday .

The task force is seeking information including what roads are prone
to flooding, rock slides, fog or other hazards, and whether there are
roads that pose special difficulties during severe weather.

Areas that flood repeatedly or potential sites for wildfires also will be
catalogued. The New River Valley has had no catastrophic events in
recent years but does have some potential for flood, fire, drought,
sinkhole and other damage, including earthquakes.

http://www.roanoke.com/roatimes/news/story135286.html /21/02
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The plan may suggest ways to head off potential hazards in
combination with projects to boost economic development.

If a jurisdiction includes hazard areas, Martin said, an advisory
committee of state and federal agency representatives can offer

guidance on mitigation and funding.

For more information, call Martin at (540) 639-9313 or e-mail
Imartin@nrvdc.org.

Send this story to a friend.

Click here for today's headlines.
Click here for the past seven day's headlines.

Let any elected or appointed official know what you think and how you
feel by CLICKING HERE.

http://www.roanoke.com/roatimes/news/story135286.html 8/21/02
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Regional group studying drought-relief plans
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Saturday, October 26, 2002
Regional group studying drought-relief plans

By PAUL DELLINGER
THE ROANOKE TIMES

FAIRLAWN - Governmental changes to Send This
encourage development with low environmental @ Story to
impacts, along with reusing rainwater, could ease a Friend
future drought problems in the New River Valley,
regional planners heard Friday.

The Hazard Mitigation Planning Work Group is preparing an overall
hazard mitigation plan for the New River Valley Planning District
Commission to recommend to local governments by April. Counties,
cities and towns must have one in place by late 2003 to qualify for any
future Federal Emergency Management Agency funds.

Tom Roberts with the state Department of Conservation and
Recreation told the group that storm water management requirements
have generally been governed by "what was going to get your plan
approved quickest." Water detention ponds, to slow the flow of water,
have been the most frequent solution, he said.

But if local zoning regulations encouraged clusters and green areas
instead of more traditional layouts of streets and house lots, he said, it
would not only better protect the environment but could result in higher
property values.

Low-impact development is not so much a land-use control, he said,
as a technological approach to controlling water runoff that could be
better used to maintain watersheds and managing hydrology. "Then,
long-term, 50 or 100 years down the line, you've made a difference,"
said Roberts, who coordinates urban storm water management
programs for the department.

Grass areas could be used in some places where curb and gutter is
now built, he said. Localities say they require curb and guttering
because the Virginia Department of Transportation does. "I've heard
that for 20 years," he said, but it is simply untrue.

http://www.roanoke.com/roatimes/news/story138651.html

10/28/2002



Regional group studying drought-relief plans Page 2 of 2

Ed Crawford, vice president of Rainwater System Inc. in Salem, told
the group that rainwater harvesting also could ease future water
problems. Crawford's company designs systems to capture rainwater.
For every inch of rainfall, he said, an average of 1,200 gallons of
rainwater can be harvested from the roof of a 2,000-square-foot home.

Since late 1999, the New River Valley's rainfall is about 10 1/2
inches below normal, said Lydeana Martin, regional planner with the
commission. The above-average rainfall since September still has not
replenished groundwater supplies, she said.

Floyd and Montgomery counties have been hit hardest in the valley,
Martin said. Spring and summer pastures and hay crops suffered. Some
farmers in Floyd began feeding hay to livestock in June, and, in
Montgomery, in August. The normal time for supplementing livestock
feed with hay is November, she said.

Gov. Mark Warner included Floyd and Montgomery in new drought
designation localities this week, opening up new loan and
reimbursement possibilities for farmers.

PAUL DELLINGER: (276) 228-4752,

paul.dellinger@roanoke.com.

Send this story to a friend.

Click here for today's headlines.
Click here for the past seven day's headlines.

Let any elected or appointed official know what ydu think and how you
feel by CLICKING HERE.

http://www.roanoke.com/roatimes/news/story138651.html 10/28/2002



The Roanoke Times, Saturday, May 17, 2003

A digest of government

Radford students will get out of
school two hours early on the last
day of school June 10. The city
school board voted for the early
dismissal at its meeting Thurs-
day. The board also scheduled a
special meeting for 5 p.m. Tues-
day to approve its budget and
contracts for the coming year.

Dublin Town Council on Thursday
approved a $3.2 million federal
loan/grant package to improve
its aging water system. It in-
cludes 2 $2.4 million loan and a
$900,000 grant. Council also
approved increasing its water

PUBLIC PULSE

rates to guarantee the loan. In-

town residents would pay a min-

imum of $13 a month. Out-of-

town residents’ minimum would

rise to $19.50 a month.

The Pulaski County School Board

will set its 2003-04 calendar
Monday at 3:30 p.m. at River-
lawn Elementary School, 6671
Riverlawn Court in Fairlawn.

The Pulaski County Board of Su-
pervisors will hold a public hear-
ing at 7 p.m. Monday on the
Blue Ridge Mountains Boy
Scouts Council’s request to

news and upcoming meetings in the New River Valley

erect a 199-foot communica-
tions tower for state police on
property it owns in Draper. The
board meets in the County Ad-
ministration Building, 143 Third
St., Pulaski. )

};( Residents of the counties of
Floyd, Giles, Montgomery and
Pulaski and the city of Radford
are invited to attend a New River
Valley Planning District Com-
mission meeting about prepar-
ing for natural disasters,
Monday at 5 p.m. at the New
River Valley Competitiveness
Center in Fairlawn.
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N R JPDC to host local haza. d
mitigation meeting on May 19"

Glles County has suffered

its share of disasters lately-

from flooding to wildfires- to
drought.

.“Natural events, such as
these will “always happen, of
course” said Lydeana Martin,
regional planner with the New
River Valley Planning District
‘Commission (NRVPDC), “but

much of. the "damage from.

these events could be. pre-
vented or minimized in the
future w1th proper planmng

Information on
and strategies to reduce dam-
-ages 'will be presented to the

public on Monday, May 19

-

from 5.to 7 p.m. at the New
River Competitiveness: Center
in Fairlawn. Interested citizens
are invited to attend the ‘“‘walk-

through” session to review the..

information and share ideas.

Information will be available

on events that occur frequently

such as flooding and  winter -

storms as well as less frequent
events -like drought, wildfire,
sinkholes and landslides: There
will also be historic informa-
tion available on past -major
events in the New River Val-
ley, including rare events such
as earthquakes and tornadoes.
Information will be available
on how individuals, companies
and local governments can

minimize future impacts from -

natural hazards. Moreover, at-
.tendees can share their ‘own
experiences or ideas. .

This presentation is the
culmination of research by the
New River Valley Hazard
Mitigation-
group, sponsored- by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management

'Agency (FEMA) Staffed by -

/A

v ;/5‘),»«;<

plannmg'

~the NRV,

Planning . Work- -

‘the NRVPDC, this group has

been working since last June to
identify historic damages and
opportunities around the region

for ‘mitigating or - preventing

damage from natural hazards.
The group includes. represen-

tatives from local government

staffs, college - faculty and
staffs, and state -and -federal
agencies. Private citizens  have
also participated on several oc-
casions.

“While significant earth-
quakes - and . tornadoes. might
only ha@ﬁn once in a hundred
or two Hundred years on aver-

age here; flooding, drought and

wildfire are quite frequent in

the New River Valley,” ac-

cording to Martin. “Therefore,
we encourage people to give
these frequent events some at-

_tention.”

In- this planning ‘effort, the
NRV workgroup has docu-

"mented past natural disasters,

future ‘“high risks scenarios,”

_current mitigation efforts in the
NRV, and additional mitiga-

tion opportunities.

For example, all countxes in
including Giles
County, already participate in
the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP), which offers
flood insurance to any home or

business owner, whether or not
they’re in a flood-prone area.
“‘But many people do not real-
ize until it’s too late that regu- -

insurance
cover most flood
" according to Martin.

lar home-owners
does  not
damage,

~In order to participate in the

NFIP, local governments must

restrict future. developmem in
“ flood- -prone areas.
; There are: also other federal .

programs ava11able whxch can

f-\ € [’/ezf

‘stock.

‘very affordable,

_ assist in mmgatmg losses. For
‘example, the U:S. Department
‘of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm

Service Agency (FSA) peri-
odically offers a drought as-
sistance program which can

~ help 'farmérs develop alterna--

tive water sources for live-
In. 2002 alone, the
drought caused’ an estimated
$1,100,000 in damages to agri-
cultural interest in  Giles
County, resultmg in a primary
disaster declarauon by USDA.
Beyond  these.  recent

" drought disaster’ declarations,
the New River Valley has also

suffered ’ 10 Presidential-

~declared, federal natural dis-

asters since 1965, seven just
since the early 1990’s. These
disasters have cost millions of

dollars in clean up and recov-.

ery. Now; federal and state
policies -dre - focusing -much

more on paying to help prevent

damage, rather than constantly
paying and repaying to clean-
up and rebuild. . For example,
localities may apply to the
FEMA for assistance when
homeOWners want to re-locate
from™ homes in floodplains.
Also, localities may apply to
the Virginia Department of
Forestry to help develop more
“dry hydrants at ponds as a
water resource for fighting
fires.

“For individual landowners,

measures are possible to miti-
gate the ‘effects of drought,

flood, and: wildfire,” according :
. to Martin; These range from

simple ramwater catchment
systems 'to capture water for
lawn and“ garden uses during
drought, to strategically-placed

fences to prevent debris from - '

clogging qulverts during flash
ﬂoodmg, to well-planned land-
scaping - for. . woodland houses
which have high wildfire risks.

# / <
e P e oS

small scale -

Nationally, prevemable
damage from natural hazards is

“considered so large, that local

governments have been asked
to address: this issue. The fed-
eral Dlsaster Mmgatlon Act of
2000 now requires localities to -

. adopt a Hdzard Mitigation Plan

by Novemiber, 2004 to be eli-
gible for federal mitigation as- .
sistance. The plan may include
any of several approaches in-
cludmg public information,
property protectxon, land use
regulation, acquisition and re- .
location, new structures, emer-.
gency services, and natural re-
source protectxon The NRV
workgroup effort is developing
a regional plan to help local .

governments meet this = re-
quirement; if ihey choose to
adoptit. :

Following this citizen input
and additjonal local govern-
ment input, a complete draft
plan is expected to be available -
by July 2003. For more infor-. -
mation, call Lydeana Martin at
540-639-9313 or. email to
Imartin @nrvde.org. '
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Disaster seminar planned for Monday

Staff Report

- FAIRLAWN—The  New
River Valley Planning District
Commission is striving to help
people reduce damages from
disasters which may strike
the area. It will hold a semi-
nar from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday
at the New River Valley
Competitiveness Center here.
Interested citizens are
invited to- attend: the “walk
through” session to review the
information and share ideas.
“Pulaski County has suf-

fered -its share of disasters:

lately—from flooding to wild-
fires to winter storms,” accord-
ing ~ to Lydeana Martin,
regional planner for the com-
mission. ,

“Natural events, such as
these will always happen, of
course,” Martin observed, “but
much of the damage from
these events could be prevent-
ed or minimized in the future
with proper planning and
effort.”

Information will be avail-
able on events that occur fre-

J

quently such as flooding and
winter storms as well as less
frequent events like drought,
wildfire, sinkholes, and land-
slides. . :

Participants will be able to
learn the history of past major
events in the NRV including
earthquakes and tornadoes.

This presentation is the
culmination of research by the
New River Valley Hazard

Mitigation Planning
Workgroup, sponsored by the
Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA).
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New River Valley Hazard Mitigation Plan

A public input session was held on May 19 from 5 to 7 p.m. to present summary hazard, risk, and mitigation information to
interested citizens. The meeting enjoyed good media coverage before and after the event.

Later in May, NRVPDC staff then hosted a planners’ workshop inviting all local government planners in the region. The well-
attended meeting covered transportation, a Vision 2020 update, and hazard mitigation planning. Planners added valuable details
on hazard areas and potential mitigation projects. Among those were the Hazard Mitigation Grant Proposals submitted to the

Federal Emergency Management Agency by Montgomery County following the recent presidentially-declared flooding disaster &
in February.

Currently, a Service Training for Environmental Progress program intern, Zhou Daquan, from the Virginia Water Center at _
Virginia Tech, is developing hazard risk assessment maps and value estimates. No additional meetings have been scheduled at
this time while the written plan and maps are being drafted. A draft should be available to VDEM/FEMA in August and then go
to local governments. For further information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

Regional Swift Water Rescue Team

NRVPDC staff facilitated a meeting with fire and rescue teams from around the region to gauge interest in forming a regional =
swift water rescue team. The need for a swift water team in the region has become evident this spring and summer with
multiple accident and flood-related incidents.

The Salem Fire-EMS team attended the meeting, as well, to share their experiences. They cautioned that a true swift-water
rescue team cannot be achieved quickly. Their team trained intensively for four years before ever announcing to the public that
they had a team. That training began 7 years ago. The Salem team was recently honored with an international team award, due
in part to their service of rescuing 19 people during the February 22 flooding, two of which were in Montgomery County.

Following the Salem presentation and a frank discussion of issues, concerns and opportunities, the attending NRV entities =

agreed to move forward in pursuing a regional swift water rescue team. Future meetings are being scheduled. For further
information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.
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disaster plan
By Katheryn Huff

katheryn huff@newsmessenger.net

Mitigation

Continued from page |

People think if they live in a
100-year flood plain that it will
only flood once every (00
years, but what it means is that
.:_n_d is a one percent chance of
it happening every year, Martin
sard.

The plan identifies the risks,
wors! recent case of the disaster,
special hazard areas and ways 1o

‘lessen the impact.

Mitigation efforts  include
looking at the location of devel-
opmem, aitering zoning ordi-
nances and comprehensive
plans as well as using fire resist-
ant building materials and ele.
vating buildings in floodplains.

The plan will go out to the
local governments in the district
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— the counues of Floyd, Giles.
Montgomery and Pulaski, as
well as Blacksburg,
Christiansburg and Radford —
in the late summer or early fall,
Martin said.

In order 10 qualify for FEMA
grant money, locat governments
need to have plan in place by
Nov. 1, 2004, Martin said.

She is hoping to have resident
input on the plan, especially on
the mitigation projects.

The group identified between
one and seven projects for each
of the localities in the district.

. For Monigoméry County, this

includes developing a swift-
waler rescue capacily and a pos-
stble tightening of the zoning in

the floodplains.

For Blacksburg and
Christiansburg. the develop-
ment of slormwater retenlion
ponds are listed among other
projects. In Radford. a regional
stormwaler delention along
Connelly’s Run as well as a
detention pond at Sumset Park
are among those projeclts men-
tioned.

"We need to think in (esms of
long-term things that the com-
munily needs to do to mnimize
the effects of these events,”
Martin said.

Residents who would like 10
see the plan can contact Martin
al the planning district commis-
sion at (540} 639-9311.
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See Mitigation, on page 6




NRVToday - Local News Page 1 of 2

DEPEND ON IT

100.7FM * 710AM

Mitigation committee identifies possible disaster impacts

Marty Gordon, WFNR News

Flooding, severe weather, droughts and wildfires pose a major threat to our area, and one
local group is trying to identify the impact each would have on each locality. In addition,

they are also looking at the possibility of impacts of hurricanes, earthquakes, landslides
and sinkholes.

New River Valley Planning District staff held a walk-through Monday night to allow
residents and local leaders to take a look at possible impacts from those different types of
disasters. Lydenna Martin, a regional planner for the NRVPD, says this week's open house
and report will help the area to meet Federal Emergency Agency grant eligibility if and
when any of the disasters occur.

“I like people to realize natural hazards do happen in the New River Valley, and they
happen frequently. And there are a lot of things, particularly with flooding and drought,
that people can do to mitigate the affects of that," she said.

The top disaster that seems to impose the greatest danger is flooding with droughts and
wildfires a close second.

The planning district has been holding meetings with a New River Valley Hazard Mitigation
committee for almost a year. During that time, they have been able to identify the threats
of at least 10 different types of disasters, all of the natural variety. Public meetings began
in June 2002, and future meetings will include special meetings with individual localities
and their governmental leaders. A special regional planning meeting is also being planned
for next month.

The planning has identified the natural disasters and their impacts on the area, and what is
at high risk. The group has examined existing mitigation efforts and what else needs to be
done. In turn, a wish list of projects, needed projects, has been assembled for each

locality in the New River Valley taking a look a the largest threat-flood, droughts and
wildfires.

The list includes the following:

¢ Floyd County: a water resource study, development of a drought contingency plan,
more dry hydrants, hazard-related GIS layers, and communication equipment compatible
with surrounding areas.

» Montgomery County: Hazard-related GIS layers, consider tightening zoning in
floodplain, develop swift-water rescue capacity, and integrate into comprehensive plan.

o Blacksburg: Series of stormwater detention ponds, Hazard-related GIS layers, and
integrate into comprehensive plan.

» Christiansburg: Series of stormwater ponds, floodplain ordinance, cite in comprehensive
plan, and floodplain GIS layer.

e Pulaski County: More public water service.

o Radford City: Regional stormwater detention along Connelly's Run, detention pond at

httn://mrvtodav.com/Content/T .ncal/?5958 nhn £/71 /002
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Sunset Park, water system improvements, and Swift Water Rescue equipment and team.
o Pembroke: Engineer study of structural needs, replace culverts/drainage, integrate into
comprehensive plan, upgrade zoning to address storage issues related to early warning.

o Town of Pulaski: Complete flood mitigation plan, community rating systems, channel
dredging and straightening, replace railroad bridge that is acting as a dam, acquisition of
other repetitive loss homes, and encourage fload-integrated early warning system.

o Virginia Tech: Continue natural resource work on duck pond.

All of the above projects will be presented to local governments, and Martin hopes those
bodies will continue the effort of following through with the recommendations. "That is in
their hands," she said.

Martin hopes the projects can become a realistic plan in order to provide locality's a

roadmap for the future and preparation of any type of disaster especially droughts and
flooding.

"The real culmination of this planning effort is the mitigation project wish list that we have
for each jurisdiction in the New River Valley. And when a major event happens here that
gets federal ar presidential disaster declaration it qualifies local jurisdictions for federal
money to do projects. And if these projects are listed in the plan that we are developing

they will move up on the possibility, they will be more likely to receive federal funding for
these projects.”

Taking a look back through history, the NRV has not been immune to major problems. Of
course, it was seen over the past 18 months with threats of a long-term drought and then
flooding associated with severe storms.

A federal disaster declaration for Montgomery County. Six Giles County roads were closed
due to minor flooding. Steady freezing rain covered everything. The rescue of two men
from North Fork of the New River, one later died of hypothermia. Homes were flooded in
Alleghany Springs, and that there was flash flooding throughout the New River Valley.

For now, the future threat of disasters from the past could be the still be there, and local
governments will have some tough decisions in the short-term for the long-term.

Again, the above plan is something the NRV Planning District staff hopes local leaders and
residents will take seriously. "We have to be prepared,” Martin said. The threat of flooding,
droughts, severe weather, and even wildfires are there, and the mitigation plan being
assembled by the planning district and a local committee is prevention medicine taking a

look at the overall impact of the worse-case scenario.

It will soon be available for public viewing on the web, and can be viewed at the NRV
Planning District office in Fairlawn at the NRV Competitiveness Center.The study and
report has been funded by a Federal Emergency Management grant.

local_news-05/20/2003

htto://nrvtoday.com/Content/Local/25958.ohp 5/21/2003
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(540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

Regional Swift Water Rescue Team
NRVPDC staff continued to facilitate meetings with the
fire and rescue teams from around the region interested in
forming a regional swift water rescue team. Currently the
teams are preparing lists of existing equipment. The teams
are also appointing two people to represent them on the
“regional steering committee.” Among the tasks for the
steering committee will be coordinating training,

equipment, and fundmg For further information, contact Lydeana
Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

New River Valley Regional Water Plan
In October, NRVPDC staff will begin a planning process to
develop a New River Valley Regional Water Supply Plan.
The planning will be funded in part by the US Department
of Agriculture. PDC staff will coordinate with Virginia

Tech’s Institute for Policy Outreach on this project. For
Sfurther information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

‘ j Radford, VA 24141
FRICT.

New River Valley Hazard Mitigation Plan
Service Training for Environmental Progress program intern, Zhou Daquan, from the Virginia Water Center at
Virginia Tech, completed flood hazard risk assessment maps for high hazards areas in the New River Valley.
Federal Department of Emergency Management and Virginia Department of Emergency Management
representatives also reviewed the New River Valley process and planning documents to date. Another public
hearing to review the full draft plan will be scheduled for late October. For further information, contact Lydeana Martin,
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16" Annual Dinner
Meeting

The 16th Annual Dinner Meeting of the Local
Planning Commissions in the New River
Valley will be held on Thursday, October
23, 2003, so please mark your calendars. It
will be held at the Christiansburg Recreation
Center in Christiansburg.  The reception
begins at 6:30 p.m. with dinner being served at
7:00 p.m. For further information, please
contact the Town of Christiansburg at (540)
382-6128.
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Swift-water rescue team taking shape
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Friday, July 18, 2003
Swift-water rescue team taking shape

Training, organizing and equipping the New River Valley regional
response team could take years.

By SHAY WESSOL
THE ROANOKE TIMES

RADFORD - It's going to take years for a Send This
specialized swift-water rescue team to be @‘; Stﬁw to
organized, equipped and trained in the New River = a Friend

Valley. But the work is under way.

Members of six public safety agencies agreed Wednesday night to
begin basic swift-water awareness training for their members and
continue to study how to set up some type of regional response team.

"This is not going to be done overnight," Radford Fire Chief Lee
Simpkins said. "There's a lot of work to be done."

The crews hope to model their efforts after the Salem Fire
Department's team. It is the only swift-water rescue team in Southwest
Virginia and is one of only three such specialized units in the state.

Salem started its team in 1996 and didn't publicize its efforts for
nearly four years, Salem Fire Chief Pat Counts told the group. That
invisibility allowed the 24-person team to hone its skills and slowly
stock up on equipment, Counts said.

The New River Valley team, however, is forming under a spotlight
after three drowning incidents - one in Montgomery County and two in
Giles County - that claimed four lives earlier this year. All three
occurred as boaters tried to travel flooded rivers.

That spotlight, Counts said, may lead residents to assume that a team
could be trained and equipped in a matter of months.

"It's not going to happen overnight," he said. "It's not going to happen

http://www.roanoke.com/roatimes/news/story152459 html
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Photo Gallery

Real Estate in the next six months. It's going to take years of training. It's going to
Shopping take years of practice."

Smith Mt. Lake

Stocks . . .

Subscriptions Just working out the details of how a regional response team would
Weather

function could take months to decide, the group discovered. And some
departments must move ahead faster than others.

Regional Emergency Medical Services Inc., which serves Pulaski
County, will participate in a regional team but isn't under any public
pressure to begin training, Executive Director John Casey said.

Elliston firefighters, on the other hand, already have eight volunteers
signed up to learn shore-based rescue techniques at a two-day class in
August, Assistant Chief Clyde Hodges said. The department made swift-
water rescue training a priority after Feb. 22, when Stewart Quesenberry
of Merrimac and his son, Brian Quesenberry, 30, were swept into the
North Fork of the Roanoke River near Elliston as they tried to reach a
truck caught in flood water.

Salem's team was able to pluck both men from the churning river, but
Brian Quesenberry died a few hours later.

Other departments responsible for river rescues, such as Radford, are
also feeling some public pressure to upgrade their training. That could
lead several departments to follow Elliston's lead and train their crews
on shore-based rescue techniques. The group suggested that an actual
swift-water rescue team, taught to use boats and to actually get into the
water, could then build on that initial training.

"Regardless of what we do as a group, we've still got to provide
protection for our communities," Simpkins said.

Departments attending Wednesday's meeting, the first formal
gathering in the planning process, included Radford, Elliston, REMSI,
the Blacksburg Rescue Squad, Longshop McCoy Fire and Rescue, the
Shawsville Rescue Squad and the Christiansburg Fire Department.

They hope to soon expand the participation to other departments,
especially those from Giles County, Simpkins said.

SHAY WESSOL: 381-1665,

shay.wessol(@roanoke.com

Send this story to a friend.

httn://www roanoke.com/roatimes/news/storvi 52459 html 7/18/03
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Newsletter Editor

“NRYV Planners’
Forum”
in the Spotlight

Following up on requests received during the Vision 2020
update, the NRVPDC has hosted two regional planners’
forums. Vision 2020 participants had emphasized the need for
renewed attention to land use planning, and planners in the
region had reported the desire to get together more often to
share information.

At the first meeting in late May, a dozen planners from
around the NRV looked at three current issues—regional trail
interconnectivity, hazard mitigation, and the future of the
regional planners’ forum.

First, Patrick Burton led a conversation about “missing links”
in regional trail connectivity. He spoke about potential
corridors as well as the benefits of trail connectivity. He also
described a “concept document” that is being developed
through the PDC’s Rural Transportation Planning Program to
help facilitate planning and expressions of support from
citizens.

v Next, planners enjoyed a friendly competition to test their

nowledge of natural hazards and mitigation planning.
Lydeana Martin then shared with the group the findings of the
NRV hazard mitigation planning efforts to date, including the
priority hazards, high risk areas, and mitigation opportunities.
The planners contributed additional thoughts about high-risk
areas and mitigation ideas.

Lastly,
Lesko  gamere
input from th
group about th
planners’ forum
concept and what
topics or formats
would be most
helpful.  Several _
planners said it
would be helpful

Holly

just to occasionally get together to share their current
tasks and learn others’ approaches. Planners also
suggested inviting state agency representatives to a
couple of meetings to aid the flow of information and
mutual understanding of processes between state and
local government staff. Planners selected the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) and Virginia
Department of Health as the first two agencies.

Then, in July, the second regional planner’s workshop
hosted about 20 planners from around the region and
two representatives from the VDOT Christiansburg
residency, Dail Stancill and John Jones. Dail and John
presented the basic VDOT process for site plan reviews
for commercial entrances and subdivisions. Drainage
issues were seen as critical by planners and VDOT
officials. Among the issues discussed during this
session, planners expressed concern that often
developers try to play local government and VDOT staff
off one another to help gain plan approval.

Also at the July workshop, Joe Powers and Meghan
Dorsett of Montgomery County presented their
innovative and truly “comprehensive” plan process. As
an indicator of the growing population, diversity,
development, and complexity of Montgomery County,
Joe discussed the growing thickness of the County’s
comprehensive plans, from the thin one in the 1970°s to
the large plan from the 1990’s. This new plan, he
explained, will be presented on a CD, due to the massive
amount of information including maps. Meghan also
explained that the County had created a “community
facilitator’s program” to help insure maximum
participation. With this program, any organization in the
County could have its own facilitator and present the
organization’s input to the County. Also, many
individual citizens including hundreds of children gave
input through surveys or comment sheets. In total, over
800 citizens have participated in developing the new
2025 plan which is expected to be finalized by January,
2004.

Additional workshops will be held in the future. For

further information, contact Dave Rundgren at (540)
639-9313.




Floyd-Floyd County Planning Commission

NRVPDC staff continues to work with the Floyd-Floyd County
Planning Commission and the Floyd County Board of Supervisors to
revise its manufactured home park ordinance. Currently, discussion
centers on stand size requirements. For further information, contact
Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

Town of Floyd

NRVPDC staff is working with the Town of Floyd and the
“Partnership for Floyd” to consider and plan downtown enhancement.
Currently, broader citizen input is being sought. One likely project is
the addition of more sidewalks to provide better pedestrian access and
mobility. This project would also include the addition of interpretive
signs for significant historic and/or cultural points, including the Old
Jacksonville Cemetery and the Floyd Country Store. The Town will
likely seek Transportation Enhancement Act funding in the Spring to
help in this effort. For further information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540)
639-9313, ext. 206.

Town of Pembroke

At its regular meeting in November, the Planning Commission
recommended and the Town Council of Pembroke formally adopted
the revised Comprehensive Plan. The Council also adopted the NRV
Hazard Mitigation Plan, in as much as the Pembroke portions were
also included in the Comprehensive Plan. For further information, contact
Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206.

Rich Creek Downtown Redevelopment Plan

The PDC is assisting the Town of Rich Creek in exploring different
redevelopment options in order to ensure the success of the quaint
little town. PDC staff joined Town Council and staff in several initial
brainstorming sessions in order to identify the necessary stakeholders.
A Community Organizing Planning Grant from the Department of
Housing and Community Development is funding this planning
process. The PDC staff will help look at current land use, business
inventory and help identify future needs. It is the expectation that this
project will mature into a Downtown Redevelopment project, funded
by a variety of agencies, including DHCD, VDOT, and possibly ARC.
For further information, contact Shawn Utt, (540) 639-9313, ext. 210.

Youthworks to the New River Valley?

A preliminary conversation has begun with Youthworks to encourage
the organization to consider placing some youth volunteers in the New
River Valley in the future. Youthworks is a non-profit multi-
denominational Christian community-service organization based in
Minnesota. The organization began in 1994, and by 2002 it placed
youth in more than 60 communities during the summer to do work
projects—such as painting homes of the elderly, helping out with
programs at nursing homes, etc. Though Youthworks has served West
Virginia, Tennessee and North Carolina communities, it has not yet
served a Virginia community. The final decision will be made by the,
Youthworks organization in 2004, based in part on community need
and interest and the availability of a building and kitchen in which the
youth could sleep and cook. For further information, contact Lydeana
Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext. 206 or Marty Holliday at (540) 633-6764.

i

“GIS and World Town Planning Day

At least 100 people attended the GIS and World Town Planning Day
planned by Montgomery County and the Towns of Blacksburg and
Christiansburg. It was held November 19, 2003 at the Montgomery
County Administration Building. The day-long event included
multiple sessions throughout the day on GIS applications, hands-on
GIS work, and planning topics. During one session, Montgomery
County staff shared details of their recent cell tower case success in a
significant federal court decision. Lunch featured a casual debate
between Milton Herd and Jesse Richardson, Jr. about smart growth,
the definition of “real farming,” etc. Attendees ranged from elected
officials and local government staffs to a group of middle school
students. The seminar served well its purpose of informing the public
about planning and GIS, and especially the need to better entwine the
two. For further information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-9313, ext.
206.

Pulaski County Water and Sewer Planning

The PDC has been contracting with the Pulaski County Public Service
Authority to assist in identifying projects and possible funding
sources. To date, three applications have been submitted to the USDA
Rural Development, with one being funded, while two more are “in
the pipeline”. The Highland Park subdivision along with the Rolling
Hills and Orchard Hills subdivisions are awaiting funding. Together,
these three subdivisions have 473 households that will be served with
the proposed sewer systems, and an additional 52 empty lots that can
be built upon. Funding awards are to be announced by April 2004. For
Sfurther information, contact Shawn Utt, (540) 639-9313, ext. 210.

Workforce Investment Board (WIB)

B> The WIB is currently in the process of establishing and maintaining
an interactive website to house all recently completed Community
Audit data to include an extensive inventory of available resources.
The website design and maintenance is being performed by New City
Media, Inc. located in Blacksburg. It is envisioned that the website
and all initial data will be completed in early 2004. The WIB website

P> As required under provisions of the Workforce Investment Act, the

WIB has begun the process of Chartering all Comprehensive One-
Stop Centers in our area. This process involves the submission of an
application by each center, the assignment of an examination team,
application review and site visit by the examination team and the
presentation of the Center Report to a panel of judges consisting of
two (2) WIB members and one (1) elected official by the Senior
Examiner. Currently one (1) center is at the judging stage while
another has submitted the required application for Chartering. There
are five (5) comprehensive One-Stop Centers in the New River Valley
and Mount Rogers Area and it is projected that all centers will have
participated in the Chartering process by the end of 2004.

B The Demand Plan Pilot being conducted in Smyth County by
[ssues Management Group from Roanoke is progressing well and
should be completed by the end of 2003 or January 2004. All results
of this Pilot will be evaluated by the WIB for possible usage in future

required annual Demand Plan studies to be conducted.  For further
information, contact Ronnie Martin at (540) 633-6764 or rmartin{@nrvdc.org.

d\LNéw River Valley Locality Managers’ Meeting

In late October, the NRVPDC hosted a regional gathering of county
administrators and city and town managers. Presentation topics
included Hazard Mitigation planning, Water Supply planning, and
Telecommunications planning, all of which are underway in the New
River Valley. For further information, contact Lydeana Martin, (540) 639-
9313, ext. 206.

Page 2

New River Valley News & Views

] o - s
"';V/:T’)’L-« s5ie l,‘»‘f'{,/ 9\’,\) éc :‘3 oo



6580 Valley Center Dr., Box 21
Radford, VA 24141

David W. Rundgren
Executive Director

February - March 2004

ki | , AN
New River Valley
NEWS & VIEWS

New River Valley Planning District Commission

Counties of Floyd, Giles, Montgomery, Pulaski, and the City of Radford
Towns of Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Floyd, Narrows, Pearisburg, Pulaski, and Rich Creek
Radford University and Virginia Tech

Phone: (540) 639-9313 &
Fax: (540) 831-6093

nrvpdc@nrvde.org
www.nrvpdc.org

Jan Reynolds
Newsletter Editor

“New River Valley
Hazard Mitigation ”’
in the Spotlight

As the first region in Virginia to tackle a regional
natural hazard mitigation plan, the New River Valley is
leading the way to be sure that local governments will
be eligible to apply for Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) mitigation grants in the future. These
grants can be used to help residents in flood hazard
areas permanently relocate to safer areas, to help
localities establish reverse 911 systems, or to take other
steps to permanently eliminate or reduce damages from
natural hazards.

For example, in the
past, the Town of
| Pulaski received
FEMA and Virginia
Department of

funding
ce to buy-out
several homes along
Dora Highway.
Residents there had
dealt with repetitive
flood losses and
wanted to move. The
Town, in turn, agreed
= to permanently prohibit any residential structures on
those same parcels.

A home in Pulaski that flooded

repeatedly.

Beginning November - 1, 2004, though, local
governments will be ineligible for such assistance
unless they have adopted a hazard mitigation plan

e& which is approved by FEMA ~and VDEM.
1 Consequently, the NRVPDC undertook the planning
task to assist all local governments. A FEMA grant was

secured by the PDC to assist in this task. NRVPDC
planning work must be completed by May 2004 to
meet the contract date with FEMA.

In early March, : -
the plan will go Mew River Valley
back to VDEM
and the Federal
Emergency
Management
Agency for “pre-
approval.”  This
review process 1s
likely to take 45-
60 days. When
the plan comes
back to the PDC,

one or more

public  hearings B

will be scheduled Hazard Mitisation Plan
before local

governments consider adopting the plan. Smaller
towns (all other NRV towns except Blacksburg,
Christiansburg and Pulaski) may choose to write
letters acknowledging the County’s plan as their
own. Ideally, the public hearing(s) will occur no
later than May and adoptions could be considered
immediately thereafter.

This has been a new and successful learning
process that has brought together experts and
professionals from local government, state and
federal agencies and local universities from the
land use field, natural hazards, and emergency
management. Once the plan is adopted, many local
governments have expressed = interest in
incorporating the information into their
comprehensive plans during future revisions.
Moreover, an approved and adopted Hazard
Mitigation Plan will insure that NRV local
governments and residents have access to federal

funds which can make their lives safer. Forfurther

information, contact Lydeana Martin at (540) 639-9313, ext. 206 or
Imartin@nrvdc.org.
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Steve Sandy Zoning Montgomery Co.
Barbara Guthrie Co-director Giles RSVP
Nichole Hair planner C'burg

Wayne Kirk security RAAP

Terry Delaney planner/EOP C'burg

Bburg Fire Chief

B'burg fire fighter

B'burg fire fighter

Radford Fire assistant

Laura Polant Forester VA Dept. of Forestry
Joe Tripp director Western VA EMS
Barry Helms asst. town manager C'burg
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Land Disturbance Permitting Workshop

January 28, 2003
}Name | Agency Phone Email -
Ranoy Fc;ew’um . Town oF Bldcksees | 540 -44(- 1126 V{ev’rv‘{g,x@i')lackziecﬁ
Copp{  Wineea. ENGIMEERNG _ (avegors £40,\173 1253 BUANPLERE EICIMECAICIIEH
f“i""m DS (JeCieas _Joewn of ChadiesRel  SHo-387T- Gleg Twalies(® Chalnninte
;joe;f F[L\f()&,h - \[ﬁk DC{W &nswﬁmfﬂﬁrmﬁﬁ (S‘M) 831405t j{ﬂﬂ%@é{[ﬂ j/‘égﬁfam_{/_g

Page 1 of 3



NRV Hazard Mitigation Committee

ﬁfﬁ/‘/’éj t«c/(.(’_.]

If you've attended regularly, you only need to supply your name this time.

ﬁwﬁ

EAAGE C ACT

Name Title Phone Email Locality or organization
//I/} ALTY Goeony %Aﬂ/ﬁ/rﬁ [3)- 6013 | 1 90pdor/9Veley broadcastvy
Ko Reed Tofe ept D31-3618  |Fure & 198> & Yho. om.
Ropgs Stpen | DRIPL

STAW CALIA| ceopoimvaTon | 796-72/L | scarccce & Pervit. o
B webb Foe Cheef  [994-8((2 |bwebhepiak tnun.ony. Todn Colosks
Nicbole Koo ‘D\Q‘mnp r B52- (0] A% nichok (/\@dmw’s{meum org (Lhyvichanebs,
b Pty | S| -l Y
Pt Cloe | Aonccron Rellass| (377050
/ . m\/,a VHT | Trmarors (265812 Lomes;n\e),@aal,ccm, Rompoor
T o Pobek e
/,7/;,’,4//{ L/Z‘?&% Sesirs 030-v93 | gl i JI T

2/21/03



NRV Hazard Mitigation Committee

——,

eVien /% eefs J)

If you've attended regularly, you only need to supply your name this time.

Name Title Phone Email Locality or organization
A : 4o —
bhwed PoLAOT  ODof 2us-aull |PUSEE | Fad
_— " sS40 _
(EERL &LAM:" Iy 3§2-6128 CHEISTA/SRIG
o g0 nichde h @, o
s chole Yowe —P\Qv\m 1 359- /8% ChvrS‘har)sbum o Chvistianshue
CLJ 7L,,., @ . >
/gmrrq /7/9,/1, AuijﬁuL 7—»°~+A/’\§f fglvOllv c/w $ w\f W’\ “’x d({_{; /’i;ul«-@
S#A'WM \)/r M gUPDC QIBO] - 6(3/3 Z\& ws\Q/l/V((r 'i-[j %(1
2 &2, % & G2/-203°7 éirs P nreca i3 Z, les
@\8\\99 %’O\S\W’\Of\ (\R\) PDQJ lo /)ﬁq ’qrfﬂg P\%ﬁi %Wh@f\fl\l €. 08¢ PDC
}(e}i\,/ /Ey&nwb Ylanmua A8L5750 kbayew@nas.gt  Mont.Lo.
2 o Kobia Planaing Tnken | 383-5755 |ekusia Aviiedy Mont, Co,
MIPIEHTI O FiAvmil, F0Y- §97 — P ziccu S@ »
IV ol Zitws VPEM bsoo x psag (W s | VPEY,

4/25/03



Hazard Mitigation Planning Session

Plle Tapt

s

A5 7 oA

Name

‘Mailing address

Email

{Want to receive

(aplL CHéwprerz

5394 Qrprim S, DB Liw 2470,

imeeting summary?

Voyho e (PswvALwe)  yep

#:’)/ M/&o//v\»ﬂ i“7“7/:?-:’" d/{f/ﬂjwﬂa/ 2-/:*-— / Ue 51 Ys g (//“’5

/ ! [ i msbrdpdau“ // 7
M/%d/”"l Getson  UJS /. taokero Va _LYeT3 bRoadccashue u‘.. =S

_ ) Korbhegn @’
*@WM H\L % oy HA C\/\ﬂ M newsmessens or, net™ e’
T 0 — ‘ Y Q s 0
~ ) . |
)4JU/\ Vo g o ;)“”‘LLJ"\“IM%

5/19/03



N . ijé-éji on
NRV Hazard Mitigation Committee 7

A Aenes

(/UW/MZ 4
Name Locality Phone Email
ey ly Lessbp Phe 027~93/2| blskDbe ypat
‘:)77/%4} 139 hneg Ibg éar;;; U/ -112C | Jn ;’;,.féfi.“"’qﬂ;{(' E Mok,
Shelia Smers P, b29-9313 St nrvdeorg.
ZHou DAAUAN Blackshuig | 553-05975 | dazhou@vt.edu
5«?5’%‘ b ﬁ«é%ﬂ £ BLAULSBNLL) | 951 - 5002 | fgnter @t edic
L o’g eane Mo FA2C (039932 | frads Concode
Cmg 6 A.A%mm{‘ﬁﬁ GiLes Oovery 921- 2525 | qunnmanes @ GuesCosrd o c,
Steven Sa el 'y /‘»”‘s@fﬁ:pmaf Y (o, | 382-3575p | S3a n&;}@ nags. et
Zw., MMW | v Indote T €U 23\-5985 Ndams 2 Cvredy,
fattick Burton HYRVPPC G37-933x 205 /pi»amm@hwac/c.dr%
Dar Jeduds Pasery Co. | 980-To | djeains@pulaski cod
S&va\f NP >C DD Sawna @ nrvde.or

5/29/03

H-B -05



7/%/3"2”/341716%7'7&// / S fF ‘Wﬂﬂg‘/ /C,,_,Q_

WNAmME.

et A i

[, ’
July /b 003
DK( AWIZATION  frhae ema]

lr%‘, (ee . S Tire G EMS 3783050
Tim GQAHAM  Salem Fres EmS 777050

AT é}ugﬁﬁ o C SArem &Z;:/Zé'f: EMS T8 3%:7;0 /i&wéé:’o 5"/@’2‘ e

W L PG //f//f’Z( ( LY sk W50 KL PEP T RS =105 5

3;?,2 747

J//f’ 5 %/ﬁf/’fvﬁ/ ;,’ 4 Zﬂ /77;,;,,;9/2 /{n?/% ﬁ”,ﬁ;’f 2 /1/4/ Z7 ,7%;
7

| ./ﬁ,%;

| ’311 Covts JE. /fiff;,ﬁfn Fore DelT 0 Gb5-/0s 5T AP T ee/r 2C3 @/

‘:,i’.\;‘.r?tﬁ.ﬁﬁf M ens BiacicsBeace [ f/z,z,/,Zesc:m’ Sr2 293 lomysresQ fackigu
David Simein - Belbay Poscpe T 5a044 4%l camsit @t
,;);@% Wzgsa ,/m»/ﬂ,w) - 3C0 - lbbS Wessel (Posctinlinkey

| f/ f’:‘?%tﬂf//a-%f ﬁ {,1} o | fé’wug Jourt ’M ,zao -0577¢ lemsef.b»w&,

\}L:N L:’%ak"} , g\c&g?snl’” o § f"’du%ﬂ*’ ,,.25 L.ﬂ %

<m/£ SHELOR. M/u&_ﬁéz?f’ Meloy " 4514539 Sohelor @ EDY

Poney Bamere  Long 5 Shop MeCo 7 _ 73)-0255 M bangr @VILEOU
/’ T 7 - VRS -
i él -"I!.«#../’lw /1/7:711\/ LC)?‘J }‘ "\G’fj fﬂLCp I '“J‘:-}é.-h/géxg /é% /V/ﬁi\" @Eﬁjgﬁ M—

L(‘J‘\ﬁ% op Muﬁb‘} =YY,

HRicky Price. Rcﬂerd@f e 332063 fiechieflsne yahoo.con
W0ARRELL. (DFLLS  Er TS TN (JOAFERE DEFT ALY~ 1055

ﬂae&gs Ell=ter VED %Ef VeSS
%/‘V&//g’é &‘/{/QM§L //E' /ci?/ )055 SV? CLB5Y/l (7‘/ bL@cS&ff @‘/@@

D]

I/W\N&ﬂ@f"‘ff%t{ - NES
ujiq(”\ f,w S Cavn 1',*1 oy

7 ‘,,/j /7§¢7L/Wm . ;7/2/ 54;/5/ /2&@4&, @_L/Zfz ]Zéf

}I'L/Vf?““ fif“("/f”

N im"{k@O @*LJ% 0.

éf’f:‘?ﬁ \4&36%, %3\”347?’&:@1;;( r\@cﬁrﬁf@f

fffff Cadv/

*va ﬂ!\@s‘f N ‘2&@){?@»’& FiretRescoe 73/-36/7 (:ruu’l{:)}iua(%/j:{éi%ﬁ s

%@\f >— g{é‘){s? Q>)K§é§§3‘amo’ps};wrv 90;(( 3BR2H38Y

L»}o/ we Nk anvipc (39 532




P le ase Sien N ’7/3°/§>3 S bl

' ' )@/zu
) O r 2 - o
@/7c/e %cé% E/iste,o VED
By Coorr Ell 5Ton  VFD
MWL Do wells SLsha) VAD Ay er wells @Fesds
Gary Biecs Radieed /0
Ledg e Afers £ s
, "R;Cf\] Price RadHord FD
1 ‘Ro:\méE | 7;77)/\/ Z,é////
feary Barper LS
| Kf_u\&\’\, \Q)\\\\m/v\j‘ LS/”
Steve Shelor oS Melo
Qovogley Whoo Ls 1M
SédT\DAr(/ 5 é{ (65 chs cué.
Matr Ceprotc Chr st a siouQc}/—Qeswa
0 ‘
A % Bls B (Kemeia
ji..- b oljew.&* . F/Ww A /’V}Z‘f&,ﬂ/c

G20~ HTy 5T Dw@@@em.aq//m? Co

Mea+- Caresli



G it Weke e
Y/ via

JENS WQM Alesr Lon cgie
%Aﬂ E// i 02;59 Mqréﬂ?/7é/{; @ Z N ;Z%)
Jon Loy EWhston D TIMgR735@ VSN-Co
E K sebren Ellisvon FD
E@Moﬁoz /49«/"%5 Ell sen £0, |
LARIS wpiigl GLL I v 127 T (LM @ oLz,
70&0/4 4 W ko ESf s o FP2
117 Cool L]0 S5To~ LA
Mat Cheroc C,i-l'\z\ﬂnmsbu@ﬁ eseue,
Greg My LSm LADDER 3 RED @AoL-
@»@\(\1 Price Rad Ford
Gw)/ Akers M‘@KQ
L2 ARE 7S L5
Steve Shelol -5
Daons Q{%@@@ t'o(e,j( fewsis T, D
ml po& z/éll ¢ = /Q/
G M. CWNUuJ jomens _Sen . Mo Cs
éé&v@: ?N\ZD{&L Zgﬁmm ( NS 5§FAN9L;£ & Pl Coovly .08
,,a5>+om %¥e(éan Rodfoed REMS | epetrerson@mford.e sy
Clyde S £l )estor)
i// /;)%ﬂ 5 &lles lescue <o Ds@Chemiad e

[ondeas Mot

W@W

______ /{L%M}

AT

wale



NRV Hazard Mltigation Committee ]/ﬂc/\ é// ¢ L f)//% 7L

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Locality or organization

—_

/@i&%ﬁ fornpn

foprr 2V JUR Lo

@- vl
g3/ 85

;
lDé/d\AH S h S o™

v

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2/24/04



